on Blue Prints for Prayer , we also have a series on Equipping in the
Prophetic and Empowered Ministry Training . May you be equipped to
do the works of Christ and release the fragrance of His presence

wherever you go.



Prophetic Maturation

Lesson One

Called, Trained and Commissioned:
Progressive Steps in Nurturing the Prophetic Call'

by James W. Goll

As in any office or ministry gift, three principles apply: called, trained
and commissioned. These steps are not just a “one time” series of
events, but are often repeated several times in the life of the individual.
In this lesson, we will consider these progressive steps in reference to
“nurturing the prophetic call.”

I. THE PROPHETIC CALL

A. What is “The Prophetic Call”’?

As you compare scriptural examples, as well as contemporary
life experiences, you find a variety of times, ways and styles that
people have been called into prophetic ministry. Some seem to
be “born with a gift.” Others are “born-again with a gift” or
“baptized-in-the-Spirit with a gift.” Still other callings are
gradual and emerge later in life even though the person was
sovereignly called before he was ever born.

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

Samuel’s call (as a child) - [ Sam. 3:1-15.

Elisha’s call (as a man) while plowing a field —

[ Ki. 19:19-21.

Jeremiah’s call (before he was conceived) - Jer. 1:5.
Amos’ call to prophesy (while he was a herdsman and
grower of figs) Amos 1:1; 7:12-14.

John the Baptist’s call (in the womb) - Lk. 1:41.

B. How do I Know if I am Called?

1.

Supernatural events, visitation of angels/Jesus - Isa. 6:1;
Jer. 1:4; I Sam. 3:1-14.



II.

People will begin to tell you - I Sam. 3:20.

Leadership will recognize it - Prov. 18:16.

May receive an initial prophecy about the future - i.e.
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Samuel, or Zechariah.

Gifts of the Spirit through others might be used to call you
forth - Acts 13:1-3; II Tim. 1:6.

God will confirm His Word - II Cor. 13:1.

Fruit will begin to be born - Mk. 16:20.

THE PROPHETIC TRAINING

This is a vital issue today. There has been a release of modern
models of the pastor, teacher, and evangelist. There has been
teaching concerning the apostolic builder and his role. But in the
past there has been poor “father modeling” for those desiring to
nurture the prophetic call. Step-by-step we will trust the Lord to
release greater and better tools for equipping in this area of ministry
as well. (See the lesson in this set of Study Guides entitled Prophetic
Development: The Elevator or the Staircase.)

A. How Spiritual Gifts are Received

It is often stated “gifts are given and fruit is grown.

”»

How are

gifts given, received and how does increase come?

1.

Sovereignty
God can move to give grace, ministries and offices entirely
as He desires, dealing little or nothing with the condition of
the person. This sovereign act of gifting has occurred often
in Scriptures and in church history. Acts 2:1-4; 4:32;
10:44, etc.
Laying on of hands
a. Moses with Joshua - Dt. 34:9.
b. Church at Antioch with Barnabas and Saul (Paul)

- Acts 13:1-3.
c. The seven (Stephen, Phillip, etc.) - Acts 6:3-6.
d. Ananias and Paul - Acts 9:17.
e. A warning given. “Do not be hasty...” - I Tim. 5:22 (NIV).
Mentoring relationships
a. Elijah with Elisha

i.  God told Elijjah to anoint Elisha - I Ki. 19:15-16.

ii. Elijah did so by casting his mantle upon him

-1 Ki.19:19.
iii. Elisha then became Elijjah’s servant - I Ki. 19:21.



iv.

V.

After years of training (show and tell), and tests of
endurance, Elisha watched while Elijah went into
heaven - II Ki. 2:1-12.

Then Elisha took Elijah’s mantle and began his own
ministry - II Ki. 2:1-12.

b. Jesus and the Twelve

1.

ii.

iii.

Jesus called them and passed on His authority
- Lk. 10:1-11.

After their ministry they reported their success
- Lk. 10:17.

The process worked and was effective!

Paul with Timothy

1.

ii.

I Tim. 4:14, Do not neglect your gift...given...when
the...elders laid their hands on you. (NIV)

II Tim. 1:6, ...rekindle the gift of God that is within
you through the laying on of my hands... (RSV)

Developing greater accuracy

Gifts come from God; however, we can develop, mature,
and sensitize them to greater accuracy over time - Heb.
5:14. This occurs through:

Prayer

Fasting

Self-restraint

Increasing faith

Greater character

Accurate doctrine

Gifts of grace!

Self-righteousness is a major hindrance to gift
development. Gifts are gifts! They do not prove how much
God loves the prophet, but how much God loves and wants
to bless the people!
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Character Development - Fruit that is Grown

There are many excruciating lessons in character development.
God doesn’t want us to give a message only - He wants us to
become a living word. Because the revelatory gifted person is
extra-sensitive, the area of character development must be
given special attention. The cross of Christ will eventually
become the love of any true prophetic person.

Some points to consider:

Seldom is character seen until pressures and trials come.
At such times gifts may “dry up” and even disappear for a



10.

season as the pruning of the Lord takes place in the
character of the gifted vessel.

As character matures, it greatly enhances the individual
and

their gift.

Because of its invisible nature, it can be harder to gauge
the progress and growth of character than of a grace-gift
from God.

Motives are the hardest to recognize. A true word can be
given with an impure motive of self-promotion which is not
detected by the one giving the word. Let’s be kind and not
judgmental with each other!

In time, you come to understand not to sacrifice long-term
goals in order to achieve short-term success.

Learn to value “team life.” Realize that you need others to
help “watch out” for you, your family, and your priorities.
Become accountable in motives, finances, morality and
other major areas of natural and spiritual life.

In character development you learn to give honor to others
and not want their position, title, function, prestige, or
gifting. You learn that “before honor comes humility.”

You learn to overcome jealousy and wait on His timing in

your life.

a. The Lord spoke to Jeremiah about 627 B.C. (13th year
of Josiah); however, it was not until 612 B.C. that he
began to prophesy. He waited 15 years.

b. In the year 611 B.C., 16 years after his visitation by the
Lord, certain tablets of the Law were found. Yet, the
king did not consult Jeremiah about their meaning, but
consulted the prophetess Huldah.

Learn to give mercy and grace to others as they, also, are

“Christians under construction.” This, in turn, sows a crop

of mercy-understanding from others to you.

Give all glory, honor, and praise to the Lord. Your

weaknesses will glare in front of you, driving you into

greater intimacies with the Lord. Embrace the Cross,
refuse the temporal adulations of men, and revel in His
unconditional love!

The Prophet and “the Word”

1.

You must come to a place where you are addicted to the
“written word” (Scriptures) and the “Living Word” (Jesus).
Many revelatory gifted people primarily use the Scriptures
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as their source of validating their latest “revelation.” Many
do not “study to show themselves approved,” or improperly
stretch the Scriptures to fit their latest dream or vision, etc.
Always maintain a devotional place of simply reading and
meditating on the Scriptures for your own life! Feed
yourself first! Don’t misplace ministry for devotion. Be with
Him!

Be more impressed with the word you stir up in your heart
than the word coming through your mouth.

Stick with the “main and plain” things of Scripture. Be of
sound doctrine in the basics, such as: the virgin birth, the
Cross, the resurrection of the dead, the second coming of
Christ, being “born again,” inspiration of the Scriptures,
etc. Don’t accept just any new twist to the age-old
foundational beliefs of the historic church.

Without proper biblical doctrine, your interpretation of
revelation might be tainted. Seek out proper historical,
contextual understanding of Scriptures, then let the Holy
Spirit bring you into a current day application.

Learn the symbols and types of the Old Testament as used
in the New Testament to precisely interpret contemporary
revelatory experiences.

Use the written to judge the spoken.

All revelatory gifted people should couple themselves
together with teachers and pastors that are possibly more
systematically trained in Scriptures and theology for
balance, protection, and enhancement.

Walk in both mental and spiritual preparedness through
the regular exercise of the spiritual disciplines.

Wisdom Ways of Administration

There is so much to learn. We must seek the Lord to forge
together in our lives the Spirit, character, and the Word. The
extra ingredient that helps to add greater authority upon us is
wisdom. It takes time and the lessons of life to gain it.

1.

Mature in your presentation. The presentation of the
revelation is as important as the revelation itself. (See the
lesson on Anatomy of a Prophetic Word in this set of Study
Guides, as well as those on Wisdom in Handling Revelation
in the set entitled Experiencing Dreams and Visions).
Revelation

Interpretation

Application

Timing

o op



MATURITY

Jas. 3:17 Attitude right; mature in human relations; heavenly
wisdom.

Gal. 5:22 Fruit of the Spirit, Christ-like character, dependable and
steadfast (Heb. 5:14).

I Cor. 13 Not childish; biblically knowledgeable and mature - not
a novice.

MARRIAGE

I Tim. 3:2,5 Scripturally in order; personal family vs. God’s family.

I Pet. 3:1,7 Priorities straight - God first; wife and family next;
then ministry.

Eph. 5:22-23 Marriage to exemplify relationship of Christ and His

Church.
METHODS
Ti. 1:16 Rigidly righteous, ethical, honest, integrity - upright.
Rom. 1:18 Not manipulating or deceptive, doesn’t speak
“evangelistically”.
Rom. 3:7-8 Good end results do not justify unscriptural methods.
MANNERS

Ti. 1:7;31-2  Unselfish, polite, kind, gentleman or lady, discreet.
Eph. 4:29; 5:4 Proper speech and communication in words and
mannerisms.

MONEY

I Tim. 3:6 Craving wealth and resorting to ignoble and dishonest
methods. (Amp.)
I Tim. 6:5-17 Love of money and materialism destroys (i.e. Achan)

- Lk. 12:15.
MORALITY
I Cor. 6:9-18 Virtuous, pure and proper relationships; Col. 3:5.
Eph. 5:3 Biblical sexual purity in attitude and action; I Cor. 5:11.
Mt. 5:28 Wrong thoughts of desire to do - without opportunity

to act.



10. MOTIVE

Mt. 6:1 To serve or to be seen? Fulfill personal drive or
God’s desire?
I Cor. 16:15  True motivation? To minister or be a minister?
Prov. 16:2 To herald the truth or just to be heard by man?
[ Cor. 13:1-3 Motivated by God’s love or lust for power, fame, name,



